
Once again we are by our-
selves, and we have been 
able to get our breaths back 
from the fast-paced last 
three months. As many may 
know, we are now living 
quite happily in the new 
base. This has not been with-
out its challenges. For one 
thing, the place is enormous. 

Often an M67 team member 
finds his or herself having 
taken a wrong turn, and 
ending up in completely the 
wrong place. We are also 
getting to know the many 
complexities accompanying 
such a modern facility, but 
enjoying the comforts we 
now find ourselves sur-
rounded with. 
  
Yet again we welcomed two 
new team members to our 
ranks. Welcome Gerhard 
and Chris. I can only imagine 
how strange it must feel to 
join a group of people this 
unique.  
 
As you will see in this issue, 
our schedules allow for 
unique experiences every 
day, and most of us have 
come up with particularly 
individual ways of coping 
with the demands of base-
and field work. Enjoy this 

issue of The Wanderer and 
have a merry Christmas! 
 
Cobus Cronjé 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF OUR 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY AT HOME. 

MAY ALL YOUR WISHES COME TRUE 

AND MAY 2011 BE BLESSED WITH 

HEALTH AND GOOD FORTUNE. 

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE IN OUR MINDS 

AND HEARTS EVEN IN THE FURTHEST 

OF PLACES. 

021—405 9460 



You get two types of people in the 

world: Morning people and morning 
zombies. Morning people wake up 
happy and excited for the day to be-
gin. Morning zombies don‟t. Morning 
people also have one annoying goal: 
Cheer up morning zombies. This is why 
morning zombies hate morning people. 

 
I detest mornings. This is a graph de-
picting my happiness levels during 

early morning hours. As you can see, 

waking up is the lowest point of my 
day. When my alarm goes off, I feel 
like all the puppies in the world have 
died. What gets me out of bed to face 
the day is not my motivation for work, 
or anticipation for what the day may 
bring. No, it is one simple purpose: 
(Said in a Frankenstein monster voice) 
“Must. Get. Coffee. Aaahrrrrr.” 
 
 To outsiders I might seem awake, but 
in actual fact my body has been 
trained to find coffee without con-
sciousness. It is automatic, like breath-
ing. What my teammates see in the 
morning is not Mia, but an empty shell 
(indicated by the dishevelled hair and 
dead eyes) with only one function: To 
ingest caffeine. I am a fearsome sub-
species of the morning zombie, the 
coffee zombie. Any obstructions in the 
path of this zombie and its caffeine-fix 
will be ruthlessly obliterated by its 
alter-ego, The Kraken. 
 
Coffee-zombies, such as myself, de-

spise morning people. They shrink away 
from them like vampires from sunlight. 
Morning people cannot resist the urge 
to interfere with and inevitably become 
obstacles in the path of the coffee-
zombie‟s single goal. They cannot un-
derstand why coffee-zombies look like 
the world is nearing its end, and they 
have an irresistible urge to emit cheery 
rays of sunshine on these frail lost souls. 
They will never understand that the 
reptilian brain of the coffee-zombie 

OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING... 
 

“Probably no legendary creature was as horrifying as the Kraken, a giant sea 

monster.” 

 - Mia Cerfonteyn 

The Kraken.) 
Morning person: Ooohh, somebody got  
out of the wrong side of bed this morn 
ing! Hahahaha!! 
 (No, you did not just say that. Poor 
fool.) 
Mia: Aarrrrggh!! 
 
 
KRAKEN EMERGES. 
 
 

Morning person obliterated. 

Coffee obtained. Mia satisfied. 

sees them only as one thing: Coffee 

Obstruction. Must avoid. Or destroy...  
 
In a research base filled with 18 other 
people (most of whom are morning 
people), these encounters are often 
unavoidable in the mornings. Here is an 
excerpt of usual morning dialogue: 
 
Mia stumbles into the kitchen, exhausted 
by the long walk from her room on the 
top floor. As she shuffles closer to her 
destination, her nose picks up the sweet 
scent of coffee... 
Enter: Morning person 
Morning person: Good Morning! 
Mia: Mohninn (No! Morning person! 
Avoid eye contact!) 
Morning person: Are you going out to-
day? 
Mia: Hmph (Maybe he’ll get the hint and  
leave me alone. Ssshhht, friend, leave me  
in peace and nobody gets hurt.) 
Morning person: Nice day today! 
Where are you going? What time? Oh,  
sorry, I used up all the milk. 
Mia: Aarrh (Calm down, Mia. Suppress 
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persist and therefore glaciers 
cannot develop.  
 
But how does the accumula-
tion of snow lead to the for-
mation of glaciers?  Well 
glaciers are composed not 
only of ice but also of smaller 
amounts of air, water and 
rock debris (Summerfield, 

1991).  Snow with a density 
of 50-70kg/m3 is gradually 
converted to ice by a process 
of compaction and recrystal-
lization (Summerfield, 1991).  
To place the density into 
some perspective remember 
that the density of fresh wa-
ter is approximately 
1000kg/m3.  An intermedi-
ate stage, termed firn, is 
reached which consists of a 
loosely consolidated mass of 
ice crystals with a bulk den-
sity of approximately 
400kg/m3 (Summerfield, 
1991).  The transition to ice 
with a density of 800kg/m3 
involves an increase in crystal 
size and the closing of voids 
with the final transition to 
true glacier ice (with a den-
sity of 900kg/m3) only occur-
ring when the pressure ex-
erted by the overlying ice is 

sufficient to squeeze out most 
of the remaining air bubbles 
(Summerfield, 1991).   
 
Average rates of movement 
vary enormously between 
glaciers but typically lie in 
the range of 3-300m per 
year (Summerfield, 1991).  It 
must also be mentioned that 

the velocity not only varies 
with time, but also varies 
depending upon where it is 
measured within the glacier 
(Summerfield, 1991).  The 
highest velocities are experi-
enced within the central por-
tion of the glacier close to the 
surface with the velocity de-
creasing as the ice ap-
proaches the boundary of 
the valley (Summerfield, 
1991).  This of course makes 
perfect sense when one takes 
into consideration friction 
caused by the ice moving 
alongside rock.  Time regu-
lates the movement of ice 
chiefly due to changes in 
meteorological conditions 
(Summerfield, 1991).  Cold 
weather promotes accumula-
tion which increases the thick-
ness of the glacier and sub-
sequently its velocity 

(Summerfield, 1991).  Under 
warm weather conditions 
ablation (a term that simply 
refers to the ice that is lost 
due to melting) results in thin-
ning of the glacier, reducing 
its thickness and thereby its 
velocity (Summerfield, 1991).   
 
So now we have briefly 

looked at how glaciers form 
and we know that they can 
also move.  Unfortunately 
there is not enough space to 
allow for a more detailed 
discussion of these aspects of 
glaciers.  Quite logically in 
order form something to be 
deposited it must be picked 
up and transported from its 
original location and laid 
down in its current one.  
Within glaciers sediments can 
be transported in three ways.  
Firstly, it can be transported 
along the base of the glacier 
in which case it is termed 
subglacial; secondly, it can 
be transported on top of the 
glacier in which it is termed 
supraglacial (be honest you 
saw that term coming didn‟t 
you); and lastly the sediments 
on top can gradually become 
buried inside the glacier 
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Marion Island didn‟t escape 

the influence of the last ice 
age, although there were not 
any mammoths, saber 
toothed cats or sloths hanging 
around Black Haglett valley.  
Evidence of the glacial his-
tory of the island can be 
seen in numerous places over 
the island and include stria-
tions, moraines and till de-
posits.  It is speculated that 
Marion was subject to at 
least five glaciations during 
the quaternary period 
(McDougall et al., 2001).  
The quaternary is a period in 
the geological time scale that 
contains both the Pleistocene 
as well as the Holocene ep-
ochs and stretches back ap-
proximately 2 million years.  
However, this does mean that 
the island is that old and 
indeed the earliest sub-aerial 
eruptions (meaning the first 
time the island broke free of 
the sea surface) was ap-
proximately 450 000 years 
ago (McDougall et al., 2001).  
Presently we are living in the 
epoch known as the Holocene 
which extends from the pre-
sent to roughly 10 000 years 

ago.  Between these glaci-
ations there were relatively 
warmer periods known as 
interglacial periods. 
 
It is important to realize that 
glaciers can only develop in 
areas where the accumulation 
of glacial ice is possible.  
Therefore both climatic and 
topographical aspects need 
to be suitable (Summerfield, 
1991).  Stated the simply the 
climate provides the snow, 
which has to persist from 
year to year, while to topog-
raphy provides a place for 
this accumulation to happen 
(Summerfield, 1991).  The 
persistence of snow is deter-
mined by the relationship 
between the amount of pre-
cipitation falling as snow and 
the rate of melting 
(Summerfield, 1991).  This 
relationship is easy to under-
stand since if the rate of 
melting exceeds the amount 
of precipitation falling as 
snow then snow cover cannot 

MARION LANDSCAPES 
   

     Glacial Activity- Till deposits 

- Barend van der Merwe 

Exposed till deposits near Junior's Kop (border added for clarification) 



(remember that accumulation 
can still take place while the 
glacier is moving) and is then 
t e r m e  e n g l a c i a l 
(Summerfield, 1991).   
 
Finally we reach the topic of 
this article, glacial deposition.  
The term till basically just 
refers to sediments laid down 
by the ice (Summerfield, 
1991).  It can be identified 
by a definite set of charac-
teristics such as poor sorting, 
lack of stratification, mixture 
of lithologies, frequent pres-
ence of particles with 
abraded facets and stria-
tions, preferred orientation 
of particles, compaction asso-
ciated with pressures during 
deposition, overlying striated 
rock or sediment basement 
and lastly predominantly sub
- a n g u l a r  p a r t i c l e s 
(Summerfield, 1991).  Wow, 
that was quite a mouthful but 
as with most things each of 
these characteristics makes 
sense when viewed in the 
light of the mechanism which 
gave rise to this landscape 
feature.  Only a couple of 
these will, however, be 
looked at in more detail sim-
ply due to limited space. 
 

Poor sorting simply refers to 
the variety of particle sizes 
that is present within the 
deposition.  The larger the 
variety of different sized 
particles the more poorly 
sorted the sediment.  For a 

deposit to be well sorted it 
must be transported through 
a medium that allows Stoke‟s 
Law to take effect.  This law 
simply governs the settling 
rate of particles, i.e deter-
mines in order particles get 
laid down on the surface.  It 
is most notably associated 
with water but can also be 
applied to sediments trans-
ported by air.  A fundamen-
tal requirement of this law is 
that the particles are allowed 
to drop downwards if the 
transporting agent doesn‟t 
have enough energy to keep 
it suspended.  Understanda-
bly this cannot happen in an 
ice body and as such various 
particles of different sizes 
can occur side by side.  This 
poor sorting is clearly visible 
within the tills on Marion. 
 
Mixture of lithologies very 
simply means that different 
types of rock occur together.  
Lithology, just for clarifica-
tion, is a description of the 
characteristics of rocks.  Since 
rocks can be „acquired‟ by 
the glacier at different times 
during its journey via the 
three mechanisms described 
earlier the till will reflect 
different types of rock.  

These different lithologies 
will, quite obviously, be a 
reflection of the different 
lithologies encountered along 
the path that the glacier 
traveled.  This characteristic 
is not unique to glaciers and 

can occur via other mecha-
nisms as well, and therefore 
will need to be taken into 
context along with other 
characteristics of till. 
 
The last characteristic to be 
considered refers to the pre-
dominance of subangular 
particles within the till.  One 
of the characteristics of de-
scribing any particles shape 
is its angularity or roundness.  
Simply put a highly angular 
particle contains a lot of 
sharp edges and points 
whereas a well rounded par-
ticle has rounded corners and 
an absence of sharp edges.  
It does not, however, refer to 
the surface characteristics of 
the rock since it is possible to 
get angular rocks with smooth 
surfaces as well as rounded 
rocks with very coarse sur-
faces.  When rocks fall off a 
cliff face onto the surface of 
a glacier (remember su-
praglacial) or gets plucked 
from the bedrock (subglacial) 
they are most likely going to 
be angular with the break 
occurring either along joints 
or cleavage planes within the 
rock.  However once inside 
the glacier they can be in-
volved in a process termed 

abrasion (Summerfield, 
1991).  Abrasion involves the 
scratching, grooving and 
polishing of bedrock by the 
particles carried in the base 
of the glacier (Summerfield, 
1991).  As these particles are 

 

Inside Story Headline 

being grinded against the 
bedrock their edges get 
smoothed and their sharp 
corners become more 
rounded and therefore they 
end up being subangular.  In 
other words it can be seen on 
the particles that some round-
ing has started to take place 
although the particles still 
appear to be more angular 
than they are rounded. 
 
Till deposits can be seen in 
large areas on the eastern 
half of the island and include 
features such as Skua Ridge, 
Kerguelen Rise and even 
Macaroni Bay to just mention 
a few.  They are a testament 
to the glacial history of the 
island and a reminder of the 
ever changing face of our 
natural world. 
 
References: 
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chronology of 
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zine, 138, 1-17. 

Summerfield, M.A., 1991: 
Global Geomorphol-
ogy: An introduction 

to the study of land-
forms, Pearson, 
Prentice-Hall, Har-
low, England. 
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Sooties or dark-

 mantled albabatros during 
 breeding season, taken at  
 Mixed Pickle by Barend 
 van der Merwe. 

(cont. from p.3) 
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Dear Jean 
I really like this guy and 
when he asked me on a 
date I assumed the feeling 
was mutual. I was so ex-
cited!! But then he served 
me a Polony Platter!! Is this 
some kind of joke?! I’m 
crushed, please help. 
 

Disappointed. 

Dear Disappointed 
 
I can certainly imagine that 
this would have been a dis-
appointment to you. I am 
presuming that as you are 
currently based on Marion 
Island this so-called romantic 
platter was served to you at 
a hut to ensure some sort of 
privacy. I‟m sure the disap-
pointment would have been 
tenfold had you been served 
your polony platter during 
the compulsory dinner time 
with 17 other team members 
eating something more 
hearty and delicious. This 

highly anticipated date at a 
hut would have required 
much effort on your part to 
get there as the only mode 
of transport on the island is 
walking. This requires a sub-
stantial amount of energy, 
regardless of which hut you 
are going to, seeing as you 
have to negotiate mires, 

mountains, black lava,  
Marion weather (wind rain, 
snow, ice pellets or snow pel-
lets) penguins on eggs, albies 
on nests and attacks of angry 
male seals trying to keep 
their harems intact. In my 
opinion polony will just not 
cut it and fill that big hole 
that would have formed dur-
ing the long walk. 
  
According to nutrition data 
Polony has a fullness factor 
(FF) of 1.9, where the top 
end of the scale is 5. The 
nutritional data rating of 
polony, which is based on the 
same scale as the FF, was 

also very low with a score of 
1.5. Polony is also high in 
sodium (contradicting an ear-
lier Wanderer article) and 
trans-fats, concluding that this 
meat is not at all healthy or 
filling, however tasty or quick 
it is to prepare.  I am sorry to 
say that Barend‟s „Romantic 
Polony Platter‟ does not 

sound at all enticing and 
could all just be baloney. 
„Baloney‟ was derived from 
polony, meaning rubbish 
which is exactly was is put 
into the meat role these days, 
lips and arseholes to be more 
precise. However, had this 
been served 500 years ago 
in Bologna as a Bologna sau-
sage this romantic polony 
platter may have in fact 
gone down extremely well. 
Over the years the name of 
the sausage has changed 
along with the recipe, result-
ing in a decline in taste, nutri-
tional value and aesthetic 
appearance.  

Optimism is, however, the 
way forward. Do not de-
spair. It has recently come to 
my attention that polony in 
the M67 team has a number 
of secret lovers as the sau-
sage disappears from the 
fridge at an alarmingly fast 
rate. Your date may in fact 
truly love polony and may 

have thought it a good way 
to introduce himself to you. 
However unappetising the 
sausage may be, it probably 
was not a joke and this may 
bode well for your future 
together. I would hope that 
your culinary skills are more 
equipped than his, and in 
time you may be able to 
pass these on to him. I suspect 
in future you can avoid disas-
trous polony platter dates 
that leave you feeling hungry 
and unsatisfied. 
 

J 

Macaroni penguins viewed from atop the Amphitheatre at Swartkops hut. (Kari Schoonbee) 
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Bowing heads 

 
King penguins grooming in unison, 
taken at Kildalkey Bay. (Jean Pur-
don) 

Sucking thumb 
 
An elephant seal pup, recently 
weaned at Trypot Beach. (Barend 
van der Merwe) 

Hide & Seek 
 
A  1 year-old elephant seal nestled 
in Cotula at King Penguin Bay .
(Jean Purdon) 



 

Tristan Scott Aka Voltaren Kid, Obi-

wan-Kenobi, Seal Bait 
 
 
27 
 

 
Jo‟burg 
 
 
The Vale 
 
 
Student 
 
 
SEALER 
 
 
Engaged to Sherry Rouse 
 
 
Breyani 
 
 
Listening to metal 
 
 
Iron maiden Live after Death, and any-
thing about evolutionary biology 
 

Running around old base in 79 knot 
winds with a Geo! 
 
 

 

Hugh Purdon a.k.a Smash, Newbie 

Ginger Nuts (the biscuits people!) Qui-
gon-Jinn etc. 

 
25 

 

 
Lunzu Malawi 

 
 

Harare 
 
 

Adventure Guide 
 
 

SEALER 
 
 

In a relationship with Lee Crawcour 
 
 

Sardines and Condensed Milk 
 
 

Reading a good sci-fi book. 
 
 

Matrix, and any book by Ian Banks or 
Larry Niven 

 

Every time I get to the top of Karoo Kop 
and look down to see Santa Rosa Valley 

and think its all down hill from here! 
 

 
Names & surname 

 
 
 

Age 
 
 

Place of birth 
 
 

Hometown 
 
 

Occupation in SA 
 
 

Designation on Marion 
 
 

Relationship status (and person) 
 
 

Favourite thing to eat 
 
 

Ultimate me-time activity 
 
 

Favourite book(s) and movie(s) 
 
 

Best Marion moment 

 
 
 

PROFILE OF THE MONTH   
The Wanderer 
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Our new home   View of the new base with the upper-heli  platform and hanger . ( Kari Schoonbee) 

Home again   Recently-arrived Wandering Albatros, back for breeding season . (Kari Schoonbee) 
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Dear Mr. Rockie 
 
I believe I owe you an apology. Not for nearly stepping on you while I was trying to catch a 
paddy. That I still contend is your fault. I mean when you’re near a giant who is off balance after 
catching a paddy (in mid-air after two days of trying!) and you wish to hide, I humbly suggest 
that under said giant’s boot is not the best option. Maybe you panicked; maybe you thought “This is 
so crazy it has to work!” I don’t know, I’m not here to judge. And the fact that I released the 
paddy from the net so that I could use it to catch myself and not crush you attests to my high re-
gard for your species. No, what I must apologize for is the verbal tirade I subjected you to after. 
For this I am deeply sorry. I’m sure that by penguin standards you are quite intelligent. I’m sure 
your mother was in a long-term pair bond when she hatched you. I realize that your eyes are red 
due to a lack of pigment and you are not in fact “hell spawn”. I’m sure that penguins do not sub-
scribe to any socio-political doctrine but if you did it would not be communism. I’m not sure why I 
called you short. I think by that point I was grasping at straws. And finally, I’m not even sure 
that the act I described at the end is even physically possible for a bird, nor would I wish to see 
you perform it if it were.  
 
I hope that you and all of the other penguins within earshot (especially the ones who had to duck 
out of the way when I threw the net) will forgive me and we can continue our interspecific rela-
tionship of mutual goodwill and harmony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Greg, gogga and friend to penguins 
 
P.S. To the Tropicalus bull that waited until AFTER I was down on my hands and knees with my 
head under a rock checking a paddy nest to charge me: I retract nothing! 

APOLOGIES TO A PENGUIN 
 

    To the rockhopper Penguin who I nearly  

    stepped on and cost me a paddy capture 
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- Jacqui Davis 


