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Brevious Reference P(L9)13

Polar Committee

Marion and Prince Bdward Island

The attached correspondencs, relating to the transfer
of the administration of Marion Island and Prince Edward
Island from the United Kingdom to the Union of South Africa,

is circulated for the information of the Committee.

(3igned) 4, H, REED

Secretary,
Polar Committcc.

Commonwealth Relations 0ffice,

Jo liay, 1951,



MaRION &nd PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDS

The South african Goverunment took over the
a@ministration of Marion Isl-.nd and Frince Edvard
Island at the end of 1947, by agreement with the
Unived Kingdom Govermnen’c. The t runsfer was confirmed
by an eacllhnge of letters between the two Governments
which wes published on 8th September, 1950,

Letter dated 15th February, 1949, from the Secretary
of Stute for Commonwealth Rel.tions to Hig Bxcelleney
the Iigh Commissioner for the Union of South Africa
in London.

Sir,

I heve the honour hereby to confirm the srrangement
that His Mojesty's Government in the United Xingdom should
transfer to His Majesty's Government in the Union cf South
Africa the rizhts, title and intcreests which they {ormerly
possessed in Morion Island snd Prince ZDawsrd Islond, Hie
lNajesty's Government in the United Kingdom havs token note
thet the national flug of the Union of Bouth Africc was
neisted on Murion Island on 24th December, 191,7, d on
Prince Edw.rd Island on Uth Junuary, 1948, =nd
effective governmént and administration of ths Islznds were
established by His Majesty's Government in the Union of
Soubh Afriecc as from those dates; uwnd consequently regard
the T ransfer s complste .ig Tfrom those dates,

I have the honour tobe, 8ir,
Your Excellency's most humble and
obgdient eervent,

(sgd.) P.J., WOEL-BKER

Letter dated the 22nd Februcry, 1949, from the dcting
High Commissioncr for the Union of gouth Africa in
Lﬁndon to_the Secretiry of State Tor Commonwezlth
Relt.tions, T

Bir,

I have the honour ic scknowledge the recsint of your
letter of the 15th Februwry, 194S.

rermment in b
wise reguird the
referred to therein,

I have the honour to be,
gsir,
Your obedient Scrvant,

(8gd.) J.H, TORRANCE,
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