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METEOROLOGICAT, STATION ON GOUGH ISLAND

. th Africans allowing the latter to maintain a
11 station on Gough Island (a dependency

The

Hﬂd;aﬂd Argument

The South African facilities on Gough Island are of no
itary significance whatsoever. Some of the station's
is given in a letter dated 4 July 1977, from the
strator in Tristan da Cunha. The gathering of meteor-

any of the usual grounds, ie:

a a) support for the system of aprtheid;
b) collaboration with the military or police
authorities;
c) direct economic involvement.

mhe renewal of the lease under which the South Africans would
be allowed to continue using a part of this small uninhabited
'iﬁﬁiand for purely scientific purposes could be treated in the
f;=£amﬂ businesslike manner that allowed us to conclude
L'ﬁmgg&ntly the double taxation agreement with South Africa.

5. However, we might be able to turn the grant of a
~ fresh lease to some positive advantage. In recent years
there has been an increasing nced to set up some kind of
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ca. station on Gough Island (a dependency
stan da Cunha) is due to expire after 10 years
._Harch 1979. An earlier lease ran from 1964 to 1969. The
. Africans will almost certainly wish to continue the
igement. If they do, how should we respond?

rround and Argument

The South African facilities on Gough Island are of no
ry significance whatsoever. Some of the station's

Administrator in Tristan da Cunha. The gathering of meteor-
[ cal data is a harmless, scientific activity and our

- arrangements with the South Africans can hardly be criticised
‘;1ﬂmwﬁny of the usual grounds, ie:

a) support for the system of aprtheid;

b) collaboration with the military or police
authorities;
c) direct economic involvement.

‘The renewal of the lease under which the South Africans would
be allowed to continue using a part of this small uninhabited
island for purely scientific purposes could be treated in the
same businesslike manner that allowed us to conclude
recently the double taxation agreement with South Africa.

3.  However, we might be able to turn the grant of a
fresh lease to some positive advantage. In recent years
: ‘there has been an increasing nced to set up some kind of
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T-thcked waters of Tristan and in
ose near Gough Island. Tristan obtains

problems of surveilling illegal fishing in this
are considerable, both in terms of capital and
costs. The only practical solution seems to be

a surveillance station on Gough Island, manned
team of scientists and fishermen, since vessels
in illegal fishing have to approach within 400-500
of the leeward coast.

e are thus four possible ways of responding if,

xpect, the South Africans ask us to grant a new
<45

(&}

to establish a separate British station and
to allow the South African station to
remain;

to grant the lease subject to the South
Africans agreeing to share their facilities
with us;

to take over the South African station but

to allow the South Africans to keep meteor-
ologists on the station as part of our team;

t§ take over the South African station and

to deny them any further presence on the

IIAD and the ODM's Economic Planning Staff consider

*(b) and (c) above would be the most cost-effective
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“vér,"is likely to be the South
hoice; and the latter would involve
%he station which might attract more
han the former. The new lease could be
ing one and the collateral arrangements
1t in a memorandum of understanding between
Africa. Neither the lease nor a memo-

in the past by South African vessels at
advantageous freight rates. Any move by us
te the South African presence on Gough Island
pre ably lead to retaliation by the South Africans
.ght rates, thus increasing costs considerably.

lation

I recommend that, assuming the South African Govern-
isk, we agree the grant by the St Helena Government of
lease under which the South Africans are allowed to

in a meteorological station on Gough Island provided

S E) satisfactory arrangements for our use of
their facilities for scientific and fishery
surveillance purposes can be negotiated

in advance, and

b there is some form of commitment by the
South Africans to maintain favourable freight
rates for supplies going to Tristan da
Cunha.

WIAD and the departmental legal adviser concur.

P Morrice )
Central and Southern African Dept
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dated 29 November recording a
of the fishing waters of the
., group and a copy of a related

4 July 1977 from the Administrator
. should read these in conjunction

e _17‘{2 of 28 October to the Governor
d to him

”@f@i for your views on the options listed
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‘minute of 4 January. From the
ing objection to cooperation
articular field. But the increasing
tions with the South Africans suggests
be thought through before taking any

1ly most acceptable alternative is to take
ase wholesale with no South African presence
onr opinion, and provided that Ministers

ta of the case, there is no clear political
| go as far as this, provided that there is

r financial or administrative for opting for
alternatives in paragraph twelve of your minute.

vi ‘I think that cooperation between British
1d South African company is probably less sensitive than
th t south African authorities, If I may say S0,
ret priority is almost certainly a thorough cost
. options which you have in mind. As things stand at
the absence of any Western willingness to go for
r sanctions against South Africa, we in CSAD would
! tical case if it was clearly in

forward non poli
erest. However there is no firm guarantee that

" Southern Africa will not lead to a further cooling
South Africe and any long term planning for Gough

o this consideration into account.

P W Denison=Edson
Central and Southe
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