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Introduction – Ria (8-10min)
• Background South Africa as a gateway country 
• South African National Antarctic Programme
• Antarctic Legacy of South Africa
Cape Town as a Gateway City to Antarctica(8-10min)
• Gateway cities project
• ACYE2020 - Ria
• Antarctic Youth Coalition – Rudzi
Road ahead – Involvement – collaboration (30min) Open discussion







In 2003, Cabinet approved the transfer of scientific research functions of the 
South African National Antarctic Programme (SANAP) from the Department 
of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) to the Department of Science and 
Technology (DST). 

As of 2005, DEA and DST have agreed to some exciting additions to the research 
opportunities offered by SANAP. The research community is challenged to “break 
the ice”  Researchers in the social sciences and humanities and engineering can 
now participate in SANAP.

Department of Environment, Fisheries and Forestry (DEFF, previously DEA) 
retained responsibility for all logistics and infrastructure. DEFF maintained South 
Africa’s research presence in Antarctica and the Prince Edward Islands. (ASOS)

The National Research Foundation (NRF) became the agency responsible for grant 
making on behalf of the Department of Science and Innovation (DSI, previously 
DST). SANAP slips neatly into the NRF’s vision of bringing knowledge to life, 
especially its aim of a prosperous South Africa and African continent both steeped 
in a knowledge culture and proud contributors to the well-being of humanity. 
(ASO, MARS, White Paper, SAPRI)

South Africa maintains a station on Antarctica as well as on Marion and Gough 
Islands. These stations are managed and administered by DEFF.

http://www.dst.gov.za/
https://www.environment.gov.za/
https://www.nrf.ac.za/division/kfd/instruments/south-african-national-antarctic-programme-sanap
https://www.dst.gov.za/


The South African National Antarctic Programme (South Africa’s National Antarctic Scientific Programme) science and 
knowledge  development is  funded by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), National Research Foundation 
(NRF). 

Research themes within SANAP :
Earth Sciences  - Living Systems  - Human Enterprise  - Innovation:  technology and engineering
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The Antarctic Legacy of South Africa (ALSA) Project focuses on material from SANAE IV, located at 
Vesleskarvet, Dronning Maud Land in Antarctica, Marion Island (the larger of the two Prince Edward islands) 
and Gough Island, as well as from South Africa’s successive Antarctic research and supply vessels, 
the R.S.A., S.A. Agulhas and S.A. Agulhas II, which have transported researchers and supplies between Cape 
Town and the three research stations and conducted oceanographic research in the Southern Ocean.
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• Cape Town is 1 of the 5 Antarctic gateway cities from which ships
and aircraft travel to and from various parts of Antarctica and the
sub-Antarctic islands.

• Gateway cities are used by government scientific expeditions, as
well as for tourism. While tourism to Antarctica is increasing rapidly,
most of it occurs from the South American gateways of Ushuaia and
Punta Arenas, and to a lesser extent from Christchurch (New
Zealand) and Hobart (Australia).

• The Cape Town-Antarctica tourism industry is relatively
undeveloped in comparison to other gateway cities, mainly because
the distance to Antarctica from the South American gateways is
considerably less than from Cape Town.

• In 2009 the City of Cape Town signed the Southern Rim Gateway
Cities Agreement, joining the other gateway cities in an agreement
to cooperate on issues such as science, education, logistics, business
opportunities and tourism.

Cape Town as a Gateway to Antarctica

(This paper considers the development potential of Cape Town as a gateway for tourism to Antarctica and 
the sub-Antarctic islands, with recommendations for particular types of tourism development, in specific 
locations, and suggestions for both growing and regulating the industry.) (Article by Mark Boekstein2014)



Cape Town, Christchurch, Hobart, Punta Arenas, and Ushuaia have complex histories of 
engagement with the Antarctic. Located in zones with intense interconnectivity to the 
Antarctic, they are formally recognised international gateways through which most travel 
to the region flows. All significant engagement with the Southern Polar Region is 
coordinated through them.

SANAP has been involved through the Antarctic Legacy of South Africa and ALSA
organised the inclusion of Rudzani Silima in the Antartic Cities Youth Expedition(ACYE). Ria 
Olivier and Anché Louw attended meetings in Hobart Australia in 2017 of this project. 
Since then communication and meetings with Juan Salazar and Paul James occurred. 

This project is the first substantial comparative program to investigate how gateway cities 
might both reimagine and intensify their relations to Antarctica and each other. In doing 
so, constituents across the Antarctic gateway cities will be drawn into an ongoing 
partnership to research the significance of their Antarctic connection. 

The aims of this project are to demonstrate how ecological stewardship, political 
cooperation, cultural vibrancy, and economic prosperity can be mutually reinforcing, and 
determine how these cities see themselves into the future in relation to Antarctica and to 
each other. It intends to revitalise these relations through assessment and research 
processes that include supporting citizens to frame future forms of engagement.

The project includes working with youth across the five cities to instigate the engagement 
of young people in debating the future of these cities and the futures of Antarctica. This 
evolved into the Antarctic Youth Coalition(AYC). 

Antarctic 
Cities 
&
the 
Global 
Commons: 
Rethinking 
the 
Gateways –

http://www.antarcticlegacy.org/
https://antarctic-cities.org/acye/
http://blogs.sun.ac.za/antarcticlegacy/2017/07/04/launch-of-the-antarctic-gateway-cities-project-in-hobart-tasmania/
https://antarctic-cities.org/ayc/




Over the months of August and September, project 
participants and partners in each of the five cities 
selected a young person to represent it and travel 
with researchers to Antarctica. We looked for young 
people who are interested in this adventure, but who 
will also remain committed to fostering a sense of 
connection between the five cities and Antarctica. We 
envisaged like-minded young people across the 
Antarctic cities developing a network of custodian 
cities towards the Antarctic.

Participants of the Antarctic Cities Youth Expedition (ACYE) 
travelled from 5 cities, where they met as representatives of the five 
Antarctic ‘gateways’ and with researchers from the Australian 
Research Council funded project ‘Antarctic Cities and the Global 
Commons.’
The group travelled with the Chilean Antarctic Institute (INACH) 
to Julio Escudero Base on King George/ 25 de Mayo Island, 
Antarctic Peninsula for 7 nights. While in Antarctica, expeditioners 
experienced what it is like to live, work and do research there and 
visit a range of international research stations. They took part in 
discussions about how the ‘gateway’ cities can together act as 
custodians of the region; and made a commitment to work on 
thinking about how to develop an Antarctic Youth Coalition with 
other young people in other countries when they return home

https://antarctic-cities.org/the-expeditioners/
https://antarctic-cities.org/the-project/
http://www.inach.cl/inach/?page_id=12684
https://antarctic-cities.org/AYC


Vision
We want cities to come together to embrace the values of Antarctica for the protection 
of our shared futures.

By encouraging sustainable community practices in these cities, the AYC aspires to build 
from the cultural heritage of our cities and integrate Indigenous stories, knowledges and 
principles of caring for nature and land, therefore contributing to global efforts towards 
the UN Agenda 2030, particularly SDG11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.

Mission
To build a network of young custodians across the five Antarctic gateway cities, 
advocating for Antarctica’s future, by promoting sustainable communities and connected 
urban identities.

.

Our focus is the five Antarctic cities and the young people who live within them. We believe 
that by activating and empowering Antarctic youth we can create a sustainable future for 
Antarctica and the southern parts of the world.

The Antarctic Youth Coalition is a ‘free’ membership-based organisation for people 
living in the Antarctic gateway cities of Cape Town (South Africa), Christchurch (New 
Zealand), Hobart (Australia), Punta Arenas (Chile) and Ushuaia (Argentina). The AYC is 
youth-led and youth-focused; however, we welcome support from people of all ages.

a n t a r c t i c - c i t i e s . o r g / a y c /

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11


Invest in 
South Africa’s 

future generations
–

the one 
country 

in 
Southern Africa and 

in 
Africa 

that is part 
of the 

1st Antarctic treaty.



Road ahead – Involvement – collaboration (30min) Open discussion

Juan Salazar – Paul James – Western Sydney University

• Iziko museums – Sentinels of the South 

• Iziko Museum – Gateway exhibit

• Antarctic Season opening

• Antarctic Logistics – White Desert, ALCI ; CPT international Airport

• V&A Waterfront

• IAATO

• SCAR (ICSU)

• International Antarctic Day

• Departure and arrivals of SANAP teams

• Departure of other countries vessels

• Identify places of historical and cultural values

• Identify collaboration and involvement
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